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Student Column: Raclal dlscrlmmatlon in sports

Amy Torres
Granger High School

In a school-wide survey
conducted by the UW English class,
25.1% of 393 students at Granger
High School have experienced
racism while playing sports. This
tells the sports community and
residents in the lower Yakima Valley
that discrimination is happening
and not getting the attention it
needs. There was recently an issue
where racial comments were made
towards the Granger’s Soccer team.
Senior Captain Eveny Lazcano

- explained “Playing against the Cle

Elum warriors, it was brought to
my attention that one of the players

R IO RTINS Calling my

teammates “beaners” and using
profanity towards them. One player
had said “aren’t you guys supposed
to be good since your Mexican?”
My teammates informed me about
this. As a captain I felt responsible

- for my team, so I decided to let the

referee know what was going on.
The player got a verbal warning,
but nothing else was really done.”

If these types of stories keep going
unreported, they will continue to
happen if the community is not
aware. Athletic Director for Granger

Granger High School competition gym, November 30, 2023.

School District, Dave Pearson,

was asked if this is a situation that
needs more attention. He stated, “T
definitely think raising awareness

of racial incidents is called for. It is

sad to me that many people and,

-particularly, many communities,

condone racist behavior. Just this
year [ was part of an appeal process
regarding a racial incident at Selah
High School during a volleyball

Amy Torres/Granger High School

game versus Prosser. The Selah
students involved were extremely
inappropriate and used horrible
racist language towards a Prosser
student athlete” '
Angel Golob, Granger's head
volleyball coach, was also asked
about these types of incidents. She
explained, “This actually happened
when [ was coaching JV Volleyball
in the early 2000s. Some students

from another school were mocking
a girl on our team who was Native
American. I stopped the game and
told the down official what was
going on and he addressed the up
official. The students were given a
warning and if it happened again,
they would be thrown out. Long
story short, they were quiet the rest
of the match.” This proves that this
type of behavior and discrimination
has always been around, and no one
does anything to try and educate
the community. Parents need to
start educating their kids more on
this. We cannot let these types of
issues continue.

Amy Torres is a Granger High School
senior in the English Composition 131
class taught by Ms. Stephanie King for

the University of Washington.

m Editor’s Note: The Sunnyside Sun
has partnered with Granger High School
teacher Stephanie King and her senior -

- students earning English Composition

131 credits for the University of
Washington. Ms. King's students each
picked a topic they viewed as being
underreported, but important to them,
and presented a survey to the Granger
High School student body.




